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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Selsan, Millicent & Morrow, Betty Harper 
SEE THROUGH THE SEA Cloth; $2.50 


Millicent Selsam, author of many science books for the younger age groups, 
combines talents with Betty Morrow, whose name may be familiar to Wey Yorker verse 
readers, for a very well presented little survey of various forms of ocean life- from 
the shoreline to the black depths. A general introduction to the sea and its charac- 
teristics sets the stage for progressive soundings. Comments on the animals found 
at each stage, from crabs and starfish to the ghostly angler fish and its kind, seen 
peering through a bathysphere's window- explain how and why each lives as it does. 
Watery pictures in green and yellow by Winifred Lubell. Weak stitching. (8/4, Le:54-8990) 


Smith, William Jay Little, Brown 
LAUGHING TIME $2.50 


Funny, imaginative rhymes and verses with cabbages-to-kings variety of sub- 
ject matter- these will make pleasant read-aloud sessions. They perhaps suggest a 
little of Ruth Krauss and A. A. Milne, mixed together. Long poems and short poems ask 
f'rinstance - “Why do buses stop and go?” or explain that "Round or square/Or tall 
or flat,/ People love/ To wear a hat." There are lots more too, all of which have 
been illustrated in black and yellow by Juliet Kepes whose light touch brushes the 


top of the humor. (8/18.1C:55-8095) 


EASY READING 
Morrow 


Beim, Jerrold 
THE BOY ON LINCOLN'S LAP $2.00 
A common problem in petty delinquency is solved by Alan and his two 

friends, who take on a bully, Danny, and make him repent his ways. A favorite play 
spot for Alan's trio is a large statue of Lincoln in their town. They have fun clim- 
bing about on it, and are shocked when Danny comes along and splashes white paint all 
over it, to spoil it for Lincoln's Birthday. But, three against one, the others make 
Danny clean up his mess and realize his mistake in time for the birthday ceremonies. 
Very appealing drawings in green and brown by Tracy Sugarman. (8/17.LC:55-6069 ) 


Franklin Watts 


Gardner, Lillian 
SOMEBODY CALLED BOOIE $2.50 

* Another fine story for youngest readers by Lillian Gardner fFrom Bobcat to 
Wolf; The Oldest, The Youngest and the One in the Middle etc.) solves some knotty 
third-grade problems facing eight year old Booie Baker. So far, Booie has been rated 
an all-around athlete, except in baseball- where he knows his failures but won't admit 
them to himself. Then a triple misfortune strikes. S0o0ie meets two new kids- Barbara, 
his contemporary, and her older brother Red. Both of them laugh at his funny nickname. 
Then Booie strikes out with Red pitching to him. After a school medical examination, 
Booie is taken to an eye doctor to be fitted for glasses. But when the specs enable 
Booie to see better, and when Barbara explains that she once had to live down a baby's 
nickname, Booie takes confidence, dubs hinself Dick- his real name- and makes a satis- 
factory new start. Friendly pictures by Don Sibley show an attractive gang of kids. 
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Dodd, Mead 
A BEAST CALLED AN ELEPHANT $2.75 


Like Honk, The Moose, this is another animal story by Phil Stong based on an 
actual happening. Stong is a good person to tell it to, for the humor of countryside show- @ 
manship so strong in his other books is used to advantage in the tale of Old Bet, the first 
elephant to reach America. Old Bet hit a small town beyond White Plains in New York and 
there is a statue of her there, visible today. How it all came about is told through the 
adventures of two small boys, Jed and his friend Gabe, and it is Jed's uncle Hach, a trader, 
who must procure a tiger for a travelling museum. Instead, an elephant arrives. Bet prom- 
ises to be fun but Gabe's father, a prim man aghast at the oddity, detracts with every in- 
terest he can from Bet's activity and worth, until a disaster is averted by the elephant's 
efforts that win her an esteemed position in the community. Kurt Wiese's funny drawings 
form a large factor of the story. (8/22.LC:55-858h ) 

Sutton, Lee Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 

VENUS BOY $2.50 


Venus in the future is described in fantastic terms in a science-fiction-fantasy 
for younger readers. There is a colony of earth people established on Venus. Among the 
children, 12 year old Johnny Watson is the first to have been born in the new settlement, 
and the first human to come to understand the clicking language of Venusian marvas of blue 
bears, whose jewelled claws are of great value in the making of plastics. When Johnny and 
Baba, his pet blue bear, take it upon themselves to undermine a tyrannical gang of traders 
who want to capture all the blue bears and hence to continue the great enmity between men 
and all Venusian animals- the results of the boy's ability to communicate brings a new 
friendship and a new alliance that helps oust the traders and bring a "peaceable kingdom" 
to Venus. Feathery drawings by Richard Floethe. (Publ. LC:54-7882 


Stong, Phil 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 


$2.25 © 
WILLOW TREE VILLAGE 


Mildly disturbing adventures befall Mimosa, young daughter of a wealthy Chinese 
merchant, who decides she no longer wants to live within the five courtyards of her beautiful 
house. Dressed in the clothes of her nurse's daughter Sunflower, who is just Mimosa's age, 
she goes out the gate and into the city. There, her encounters with its people- a beggar 
woman, a juggler and others- have their frightening elements that send Mimosa scurrying to 
Willow Tree Village where Sunflower lives and where her anxious father comes to find her. 
Mrs. Lattimore has written several stories set in China (Wu, The Gatekeeper’s Son etc. 
and this, as the others, is the simple yet eventful kind of book 8 and 9 year olds like. 


Clean, appealing drawings by the author. (8/17 .LC 355-7897 ) 


Woolley, Catherine Morrow 
ELLIE'S PROBLEM DOG $2.50 


Stories for younger readers by Catherine Woolley have included David's Hundred 
Dollars (1951), Ginnie and the New Girl (1954) and others, all of which analyze first to 
fourth grade problems with the seriousness the age demands. And this one about Ellie con- 
pares with the best of the others as it pursues Ellie's ups and downs with Brownie- a cheer- 
ful yet undisciplined stray. Brownie attaches himself to Ellie with a will but bad habits 
of jumping and barking disrupt life until the worried girl knuckles down and ingeniously 
makes a start in training him. Ursula Koering's drawings. For beginning readers too. 
(8/17 .LC:55-5749) 

EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Beck, Ethel Fyles Caxton 
LUMMI INDIAN HOW STORIES $3.00 ® 


The Lummi Indians are a Northwest Coast Salish tribe and though their stories re- 
told here have suffered from a sifting through western conscience, they give some idea of 
early life and thought. The stories are about daily life- how long houses and dugout canoes 
were made, how food was obtained, clothing made and so forth- each with their element of the 
supernatural. In this they suffice but their rendition lacks a total interpretation. For ex- 
ample a potlatch is described as nothing more than hospitality when perhaps the more dominant 
(8732) in these gift givings was that of prestige. Heavy pictures by Elizabeth Sykes Michaels. 
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Carpenter, Frances Doubleday 
WONDER TALES OF DOGS AND CATS $3.50 


Wonder Tales of Horses and Heroes.(1952, p. 188) was similar to this second 
collection of retold folk tales from many ccuntries by Frances Carpenter. Selecting 
a wide variety of stories that she is presenting as new material hitherto unpublished 
in America, the author makes a nice collection for the special interest. A sampling 
of the tales includes a story from Lapland about the first dog to befriend man, a 
Latvian story about the enmity between cats and dogs and the reasons for it, another 
Latvian story of a hunting cat, a Siamese tale about a cat with a crooked one- and 
many many more. All of them have been illustrated with feline and canine flair by 
Jack Keats. (8/11.LC:55-9228) 


Sterling, Dorothy Doubleday 
THE STORY OF MOSSES, FERNS AND MUSHROOMS $2.75 


* With photographs by Myron Ehrenberg, here is another fine nature study by 
the same pair who did Trees and Their Story, Billy Goes Exploring ete. Beginning 
with plant evolution, the text briefly describes life on earth billions of years ago, 
and the important changes spore bearing plants underwent to become what they are to- 
day- the step from water to land being the biggest. The sections following on the 
various varieties of the three main divisions of spore bearers are written with the 
clarity and humor that the fascination of the subject deserves, and persuasively 
enough to make the most confirmed stay at homes want to go for walks in the woods. 
The photographs- close-ups and magnifications of the tiniest plants, as well as nor- 
mal shots, are splendid. For older readers too. (Publ. LC: 55-7012 ) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


‘Leighton, Margaret Farrar, Straus- Ariel 
WHO RIDES BY? $2.75 


The turn of Revolutionary War events after 1780 brings adventure to 15 
year old Lesley Ross, at home near New London. Her brother Nat is off with Washing- 
tons's Army and Lesley meanwhile looks forward to a visit from the Ross's relatives 
and her rather romantic cousin Philip. Before he arrives however, a stranger asks 
Lesley to deliver a message to Philip which, when she does, she is told not to men- 
tion. As war news blackens Lesley hears of a childhood friend Jason Reade, impri- 
soned aboard a British ship. She hears,too, of Nat's distaste for the flashy Philip. 
The continental armies begin to fall back and though in the interim it appears as if 
Jason could be a spy,the truth about Philip and his liaison with the stranger- Benedict 
Arnold- is discovered at last. Jason and Lesley marry after the Yorktown victory. 
By the author of Judith of France(19h7 ) The Sword and the Compass (1951), this is subs- 
tantial fare. (8/29) 


Dietz, Lew Little, Brown 
PINES FOR THE KING'S NAVY $2.75 


In a departure from his Jeff White series, Mr. Dietz turns to the French 

and Indian Wars and the period of rising American patriotism for a pioneer story that 
still has to do with lumber. It is near a Massachusetts garrison town that the Dunni- 
cans have settled to clear their land and young Thad is all but grown as the story 
begins. Then as his father applies for a license to cut pines and sell them as ship 
masts, other elements enter in to create a sense of urgency when international tension 
grows and becomes more complicated than a merely French-British issue. Whit Carswell, 
a young trader who becomes ‘Thad's friend, hates the Indians for valid reasons though 
Thad cannot share his animosity fully. Also, as Thad‘'s father sells the pines, there 
is trickery where his license is concerned and he comes to resent the royal preroga- 
tives over the trees. Inevitably war comes, but with it there is a measure of justice 
that convinces the Dunnicans and Whit of the necessity to work and win their full rights 
in a new land. (8/16. LC:55-8094) 
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Morrow 
BASE BURGLAR $2.75 

Speed in running is Cliff Connor's strong point in a bid for the majors that in- 

volves its share of hard work and personal improvement, At home Cliff's hopes are dashed © 
when a Ranger scout fails to notice him and when a verbal tiff with the scout only makes 
things worse. Cliff,however, starts off for the Ranger's Florida training camp on his own 
and gradually works his way into the fielding position he knows he should play- as fielding 
and team spirit follow hand in hand improvement. (8/17) 


388 (J-146) Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- cont'd. 
Scholz, Jackson 


Ives Washburn 


Pallas, Norvin 
THE STAR REPORTER MYSTERY ‘ . $2.75 


~xThis mystery has its share of cops, robbers and suspense but its characters are 
satisfyingly adult, the issues important and the surprise ending a rather logical outcome 
of previous events, Ronald Wilford, fairly new on the Cleveland Star, is sent out after 
Barry Knight, the paper's crime reporter, when he is discovered missing from home and office. 
Due to Knight's position as an exposer with close connections to the underworld, the leads 
Ronald can follow are paradoxically numerous yet elusive. As Ronald digs deeper- into 
Knight's previous exposes, and into an invention fraud- there is also the increasing enigma 
of Knight himself. Just what manner of man was he? The answer, and the obvious one, is that 
he was a product of crime himself, though of a different kind. His father went to jail for 
an early theft Knight committed and to make up for it, he decided to report as much crime 
as possible. But a peculiar situation- with an invention of his father's now the cause of 
a serious industrial case- presents Knight with the need to decide between clearing his fa- 
ther's record and hence reducing his own efficacy as a crime reporter, or letting the inven- 
tion be wrongly pirated. Ronald's help in the explanations that follow lead to a real 


solution. Good. (8/7) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Edel, May Little, Brown 
THE STORY OF OUR ANCESTORS $3.00 @ 
* An intelligent and well written survey of the development of mankind, from 
earliest mammalian forms to the present day, looks at our biological and anthropological 
history with a scholar's insight and a writer's liveliness. In all respects, it measures up 
to the standards of May Edel's Anthropology for Young People (1952, Dp. 301). Dramatically, 
the book begins with the important discovery of a human fossil jaw, made by a boy and a pro- 
fessor near Capetown in 1938. With the incident as illustrative of the kind of work being 
done to piece prehistoric man's history together, the author goes on to explain the fasci- 
nating steps in the work itself- how bones are recognized and studied in relation to the 
earth and from this data, how facts about our existence can be formulated. Clearly, she 
explains the principles of dating, the Piltdown forgery, Darwinism and natural selection, 
and the animals which are cousins to man. Then there is the slow process of development 
as man stood up, began to use thumb and brain and finally the things he made himself. Dif- 
ferent kinds of early men- Javanese, Peking, Australopithecus, Neanderthal and Modern- are 
described in satisfying detail, and with notes about the incidents surrounding their discov- 
ery. For the interested at any age level, this is a rewarding book. Herbert Danska's brush 
drawings have practical artistry. (8/22.LC:55-8097) 


Gaer, Joseph Little, Brown \\ 
FABLES OF INDIA gos 


Neatly arranged tales from three of India's most prominent story collections- 
[he Panchatantra , or, The Book of Five Headings; The Hitopadesayor, The Book of Good 
Counsel; and The Jatakas, or, The Book of Buddha's Birth Stories- make a good introduction 
to Eastern mores for-the westerner who will find many familiar themes. Mr. Gaer is widely 
known for his studies in world religions and his latest interpretation, The ‘itventures of 
Rama (1954, p. 445) is a passport to his further authority here. His arrangement of the © 
stories is an intelligent one that pieces together many of the stories within stories, mod- 
ernizing their language slightly and generally unconfusing them for readers who could be 
put off by the winding plots of the originals. They are fun to read, the more so for the 
author's definition of a fable in the introduction. Black and white drawings by Randy Monk 
decorate the text. (8/31.LC:55-5184) 
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Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Pallas, Norvin- THE STAR REPORTER MYSTERY Washburn 
Coles, Manning Doubleday 
HAPPY RETURNS $3.00 


Frivol in the Topper tradition sees Sally and Jeremy Latimer invoke two im- 
petuous ancestors and their monkey Ulysses- from their graves-to help Uncle Quentin 
in trouble in Italy. There are mad mix-ups, and good deeds prove infectious as the 
ghostly trio fade in and fade out, and accomplish what helps them return to their 
graves happily. For a light minded audience. (Full report on p. 369. LC:55-9229) 


Dunscomd, Charles Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BOND AND THE FREE $3.00 


A novel based on the letters from Lavinia, whose aunt Claudia is Pilate's 
wife, to her cousin Portia in Rome during her thirty years of absence, results in a 
graceful portrait of a lady of theperiod during her conversion to Christianity. Ex- 
Lled by Tiberius to Judea, Lavinia marries Pilate's assistant, becomes increasingly 
interested in the Jews, and after the tension of the Crucifixion, spends ten years 
there until her husband is posted to Philippi. After twenty years there is Rome under 
Nero and contrast between decay and the growing strength of Jesus' teachings, which 
Lavinia now feels as a responsive devoted woman. (Full report on p.369.8/?7LC:55-7952) 


Fosburgh, Hugh Scribner 
THE SOUND OF WHITE WATER $3.00 


A fishing trip up north is toned by the many moods of the outdoor world-by 
carefree summer idling and by the more demanding presence of danger deliberately chal- 
lenged. For Pete Gay, a trapper, this timeis a happy hiatus in his lonely llfe. Full of 
deep wood lures, this is something more than just a sporting outing, and the magic of 
a primal worid makes the most of a slight narrative. (Full report on p. 370.8/?.10:55-9670) 


Naugler, Gertrude Scribner 
THE WORLD AND JULIE $3.50 


A mild story of the formation of young Julie's feelings and attitudes takes 
her from Philadelphia to Montreal and cracks her Presbyterian world. Dreaming at 13 of 
daring adventures, Julie goes to a girls' school in nearby but its gray drabness and even 
@& proposal when she's 19, don't satisfy her. On to McGill, her horizons widen. She 
discovers what men are like and is happy when Ross, who recognizes her worldly attempts, 
tells her he loves her. The 20's and 30's, girlishly presented. (Full report on 


page. 371. 8/?.LC:55-9673) 


Derby, Mark Viking 
THE SUNLIT AMBUSH $3.00 


Exotic adventure in Indonesia- with the expected blend of sultry background, 
action and intrigue traces the sudden death of the White Rajah of Selatan, the inter- 
vention of Dunster am embittered Englishman, and the fate of the Rajah's children. 
The happy ending seems contrived however, and is not up to the sounder integration of 
romance and excitement in Derby's other work. (Full report on p.371.8/?.LC:55-9825) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Adamski, George Abelard-Scltuman. 
INSIDE THE SPACE SHIPS $3.50 


A sequel to Flying Saucers Have Landed, this will offer scoffers and skep- 
tics their field day, but it will also be widely read. One can't question Adamski's 
whole-hearted sincerity as he records his contact with a man from another planet and 
the scout ship that brought him. Too, there is the thoughtful conclusion that life 
in other parts of the universe may have progressed far beyond our own. ( Full report 


on page. 377-7/25.LC:55-10556) 
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Caxton 


Westermeier, Clifford P.- 4d. 
$5.00 


TRAILING THE COWBOY 


A mass of material from contemporary papers, letters, diaries etc., reports on @ 
all aspects of the cowboy as he took part in the conquest of the west. The many observers 
tell of many things from cowboy jargon and dress, their work, and on to jokes and fun and 
morality, and the accounts give a mosaic of a true western product that should yield useful 


reference material. (Full report on p. 338.7/25.LC0:55-6757) 
Doubleday 
EXPEDITION TUMUC-HUMAC $4 .00 


An account of a hazardous and successful expedition into the jungles of French 
Guiana, with a man and woman for partners, leads to the High Site of the Tumuc-Humacs, a feat 
only possible with the friendship the explorers earned while living with the Indians. Maziere 
approached the Indians with openness and was rewarded. Near starvation, the party was saved 
by Emerillons and later the Oyanas acted as hosts and guides. A new horizon viewing colonial 
policy as well. Photographs and maps. (Full report on p. 315.6/16.LC:55-5583) 


Maziere, Francis 


Kornitzer, Bela- fd. Farrar, Straus 
THE GREAT AMERICAN HERITAGE $5.00 


A composite biography of the Eisenhower family proves the author's thesis that 
the real wealth of America is its moral and spiritual heritage. Though born in relative po- 
verty all the Eisenhower brothers rose in an atmosphere of freedom, to the success their 
talents permitted, and the biographical notes on each form a conscientious research into the 
force of the family, and the integrity, spirit and character that motivated this particular 
unit. Repetitious but authentic. (Full report on p. 375.6/27.LC:55-8756) 


é Hanover House é 
AN INTRODUCTION TO NATURE $6.00 


Kieran, John 


This is a combination of three former volumes- Birds, Wild Flowers and Trees, 
A new introduction, a combined index, inclusion of the 300 paintings in full color by sev- 
eral artists, and the informative and provocative Kieran text, all make this a good buy. 


(Full report on p. 338. 7/5.LC: 55-9501) 


Bishop, Elizabeth Houghton, Mifflin 
POEMS $2.75 
North and South & A Cold Spring 


A republication of some former verses is added to a new group, some of which will 
be recognized by readers of The New Yorker and Harper’s Bazaar, where they originally ap- 
peared. A writer of wit and incisive sensitivity, Miss Bishop is attuned to the shape, col- 
or and odor of things and if there is a lack of real substance in the poems, they never- 
theless manage to create an illusive, intangible air of the metaphysical which may be a 
right stimulus for some young minds. (Full report on p.320.7/14.LC:55-7703) 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Little, Brown ANP 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, MARINER $3.75 


A rewriting of Admiral of the Ocean Sea (1942) deletes some of the very scholarly 
material and makes the flow of events take over and the whole record of Columbus stand out 
as a superb maritime adventure. There is much revealing new detail as the story goes back 
to childhood in Genoa and on to the various aspects of the voyages themselves. Morison 
writes dramatically and authoritatively. Good reading. (Full report on p.339.7/25.LC:55-8096) 


Lewis, Oscar Little, Brown- DSP ©@ 
HIGH SIERRA COUNTRY $4.50 


A fairly lively documentation of the early west is concerned with its historic 
past as it accounts for the early trailbreakers, their traversings and the progress they 
made. The pathfinders, the outlaws, the economic advancement, the mighty scenery- all vary > 
a commentary thriving on roughhewn country and people. (Full report on p.340.7/28.LC:55-983 ) 





